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I was talking about last summer with a friend the other day. We were both saying that even though we and
our families were fine, thanks be to God, it was a traumatic time. The virus was so scary, and we were all
apart and afraid to be around one another. There was so much violence and protest and despair. It was really
hard, and that’s coming from two people who were absolutely sheltered from the worst of it.
But that got me to thinking about all the things for which this past year has made me even more grateful.
Here are a few, in no particular order:
In normal times, I rarely get to participate in the Lectionary Bible Study Fritz Gugelmann and David
!
Liu lead, but for much of this past year, I’ve gotten to sit in via Zoom with the two of them and the fabulous,
engaged, committed students of Scripture who regularly participate. Our new Sunday service time means I
can’t join in for now, and believe me, I feel the lack!
And speaking of Zoom, I have been sustained by the on-line community of prayer that has grown up
!
around our Morning and Evening Prayer offerings. The prayers and readings themselves are life-giving, but
so is the mutuality of leading, responding, and reading. I am grateful to be part of a community that shares
the responsibility for leading prayer.
There are particular gifts of our Outdoor Eucharists that I treasure: children having more freedom to
!
roam than they usually have; birdsong accompanying our prayers and praise; a deep awareness of where we
are in the seasons of the year and the changing light; the people who get tapped to read or lead the prayers
right as they arrive, and who graciously agree to do so; Bill Adams finding ways to bring music into the
service even when we weren’t allowed to sing, and the cantors who have been singing on our behalf; the
ushers who these days are more like roadies than anything else. There is an “we’re all in this together” feel
to our set-up and tear-down that is entirely appropriate and entirely wonderful. There is also a deepened
sense of joy that we are together to make Eucharist, something we no longer take for granted.
The newcomers who have found their way into our midst, even in a pandemic, and who now come
!
almost every Sunday. Thanks be to God for them!
The things we have been able to study and watch together and the times we have been able to meet
!
during the week which we could manage because we were gathering on Zoom. Zoom fatigue is a real thing
and many of us are feeling it, but it has also been a real gift and I am grateful for what it has made possible.
Back at the beginning of All This, when I was bewildered and frightened and worried (and I know I was not
alone in that), I started writing down lines that caught me from the readings in the Daily Office, often with a
note or two. Here is what I wrote on April 2, 2020:
Psalm 11:3 When the foundations are being destroyed, what can the righteous do? (That’s the
question.)
Psalm 11:4 The Lord is in his holy temple; the Lord’s throne is in heaven. (That’s the answer.)
Thanks be to God for his steadfast love and presence with us. Thanks be to God for all of you who have
made that manifest to me, to one another, and to the world. God bless you all.
Your sister in Christ, Sarah
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Summary of Vestry minutes
AT ITS REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING ON March 6 THE VESTRY:
• The Rector and Vestry reviewed the Vestry Covenant, Vestry bylaws, policies on sexual
misconduct, the current operating budget, and Evaluative Criteria used to consider
opportunities and requests.
• Diane Robertson nominated Fred Mason to be Junior Warden. He was elected by
acclamation.
• Sabrina Powell, Fred Mason, Richard Fair, Anna Bauer, Drew Shores, and Julie Hege were
approved as check signers for the year on the church’s checking account.
• The following commission assignments were made:
Finance Commission – John Powell
Outreach Commission – Karen Cornett
Fellowship Commission – Carol Uphoff
Liturgy Commission – The Rector
Pastoral Commission – Anne Hager-Blunk
Christianity & the Arts – Diane Robertson
Steering Committee – Anne Bauer and Alan Steinbeck
Building Subcommittee – Drew Shores
Endowment Committee – James Brown
Properties Commission – Fred Mason
• The Rev. Sarah Ball-Damberg informed the vestry that parishioner and former parish
seminarian Brett Stonecipher would like to continue in the diocesan discernment process
for Holy Orders. Sarah said Brett meets the requirements and needs vestry approval for
this action. The vestry gave its unanimous approval.
• Two Mules for Haiti, a non-profit run by two parishioners to serve areas in Haiti in
proximity to our school, wish to apply for a Care of Creation grant from the Episcopal
Church. The main goal is reforestation. The Outreach Commission agrees with the
proposal and the vestry has been asked to support the proposal. A motion to support the
project passed the vestry.
• Endowment Committee appointments approved: Sefton Stevens and Allison Zollicoffer
for two years; Annie Litpzin and Bill Andersen for one year; Pat Scalabrin for three years.
Commission Meetings in May and June 2021
Properties Commission: Tuesday, May 11, 5:30 p.m. in the Columbarium Garden
Outreach Commission: Wednesday, May 12, at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, June 9, at 7:00 p.m.
Finance Commission: Tuesday, May 18, at 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, June 15, at 6:00 p.m.
Vestry: Tuesday, May 18, at 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, June 15, at 7:00 p.m.
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A note from Holy Family’s Director of Music (and Video Producer!)
Fourteen months ago, on March 15, 2020, when the pandemic brought the world to a screeching halt, Clarke and
Sarah posted a video of themselves standing in front of a laptop reading scripture and singing a hymn. This was in
lieu of gathering at church in person on Sunday morning. I had a little background in video editing, a little more
background in audio editing, so I offered to take over the production of service videos. We all thought we were
looking at doing this for a couple of months and then we might be back to “normal” or something close to it.
From March 22, 2020 to May 2, 2021, we produced 60 service videos (with 21 other videos like anthems that we
published separately), 124 hymns, 50 psalms, 19 gospel acclamations, and 27 other recordings of service music.
Almost 39 hours of video, and 8-1/2 hours of music. And we’re still going strong…
Wonder how we do it? Each week, while you ’re watching the service video on Sunday, we ’re starting the process
for the next week. Julie begins gathering readers for the lessons and the Prayers of the People, which Paula writes. I
spend the afternoon recording tracks to which the Choristers will record their parts, individually, for any hymns or
new service music. I send out those tracks with scores for them to use when they make their recordings. The
Choristers send their tracks back to me by Tuesday night. I spend several hours on Wednesday recording the psalm
and editing all the music. Clarke and Sarah use the afternoon to record the sermon, Paula ’s Gospel reading, the Holy
Eucharist, and all the other elements for each service. By Wednesday evening we have collected all the videos from
the readers, and everything is uploaded to Dropbox where I can get to it. I then spend Thursday morning compiling
all these elements together into a service video that lasts about 40 minutes. We started from scratch on how to do all
this last March. The combined camera and microphone Wayne Cherry procured for us has made a world of
difference. We have defined and redefined how the services will look, sound, and flow and continue to fine tune and
refine the process by which we produce everything. Making these videos is the very definition of "team effort."
Music has been one of the hardest hit industries during the pandemic. Many of my colleagues are out of work and
struggling waiting for the restrictions to lift, for it to be safe to come together and make music again. That has made
being able to keep our Choristers employed during this past year an even richer blessing (please note: Holy Family
also made the commitment to do this for certain other long-time staff, like our nursery staff, rather than leaving
them without a paycheck indefinitely). Not only am I grateful to be able to serve Holy Family in producing these
services, but I know that our Choristers are grateful for their opportunities to serve. They have been invaluable.
Recording a reading is hard enough, as Clarke and Sarah can attest. Recording music is challenging, frustrating and
exceptionally difficult. The Choristers all learned skills they never thought they would need to produce recordings
of themselves singing individually that I combine into the four-part hymns and anthems you hear each Sunday.
They started out as section leaders for the Choir, supporting Holy Family’s choir as it grew and tried new,
challenging, and well-received music, but now here we are none of us ever dreamed we would be doing this!
The light at the end of the tunnel is growing brighter. We are going to start recording (and filming!) the Choristers
“live, ” rather than in isolation — all in keeping with the strict safety protocols that are in place (and all five of us are
fully vaccinated). We are already planning when and how to safely reassemble the Choir and the Music Team and
start serving Holy Family in services when it is safe to do so. Partly, this involves a slight re-design and expansion
of the “Choir Loft” in the nave. We have purchased a new deck to let us expand the seating arrangement. Initially,
this is to provide more space for the musicians to be distanced, but it will also allow us to grow in the future. We
hope not only to provide the music we are already able to offer, but to expand our repertoire and explore a broader
scope of music.
It will take time to rebuild everything. It will take time for the musicians to “knock the rust off” and get used to
singing and playing together again. But I am certain we will come out of all this stronger than ever and with a
renewed sense of purpose and dedication to this parish.
See you all soon, Bill
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Angela Nelson, Minister of Christian Education (angela@holyfamilych.org)
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Sunday School will continue for all ages online via Zoom through the month of June (rather than ending on the
Sunday prior to Memorial Day as is custom). We will recess for the month of July and plan to regather in August
(see Middle and High School Book Group details and Summer Bread in the Bible Workshops below, dates TBA).
Over the month of July, Family Minister, Angela Compton-Nelson will be away on Sabbatical. During that time,
if you have any questions or needs, Nicole Powell will be available (ndpowell12@gmail.com).
Elementary Sunday School and Events
Following the Celebration of Pentecost, in Sunday School elementary school students will focus for four weeks
on God’s Creation. Join us each Sunday in June (PreK-2nd 9:00-9:30 a.m., 3rd-5th 9:30-10:00 a.m.) as we
explore God’s good creation, stories in the Bible, and learn about diverse and leading saints and voices in
stewardship and conservation.
This summer our elementary students will also gather for two Bread in the Bible programs. These will be midafternoon on one Sunday in June and one in August (dates and themes announced in our e-newsletter). Students
will join via Zoom with ingredients, hear a Biblical story about bread, learn a simple chant or prayerful song, and
bake different breads together. These will follow the format of our Lenten Pretzel workshop, so look for dates and
recipes. Let Angela and Nicole know if you plan to participate, so that you receive materials and recipes by email
and text in advance.
Middle School and High School
Youth-led Evening Prayer
Youth who are interested in reading for or leading Evening Prayer on Wednesday, May 26th @ 5:30 p.m. should
contact Angela for assignment of roles (angela@holyfamilych.org).
Middle and High School Sunday School and EYC will continue through June. In Sunday School, we will be
working through some of the lesser-known stories in the Acts of the Apostles and making connections between
our conversations earlier this year and the letters of Saint Paul, and we will be talking about what that has to do
with Baptism.
Our Brown Girl Dreaming Book Group for Middle and High School students will meet once in June via Zoom
for a weekday lunch to discuss some themes. Then, students will have the month of July to read the book before
gathering for two lunch discussions in the month of August (dates will be announced via e-newsletter). Order the
book while you are thinking about it. It can be purchased for around $6. At most booksellers.
Celebrating LGBTQ+ Youth: For Parents a Program from the Diocese of North Carolina
June (Mondays) 7:00-8:30 p.m. - Celebrating LGBTQ+ Youth: For Parents
This offering is a 4-week course for parents of LGBTQ+ youth. The topics include:
•Session 1: (June 7): Introduction & Basics
•Session 2: Knowing Better
•Session 3: Questions
•Session 4: Doing Better.
The course will include some prework (articles and videos). There will be presentations, large and small group
discussions, and journaling. This offering has been developed and will be led by Leah Dail, assistant youth
missioner and the parent of an LGBTQ+ child. There will be offerings for youth leaders in August and for
LGBTQ+ youth in November (and that information will be provided to Holy Family via EYC announcements,
newsletter, and in the e-newsletter for Christian Formation). Parents, please register by June 1 (Link also in Enewsletter: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1cj4ekmOVQdgbm3lCDhF42rgmbcsqsTuyQSl0h7u2xU/viewform?edit_requested=true)
Successful Book Harvest Donations
Thank you so much to all those who donated books in our Lenten (and Easter) book drive. We collected more
than 100 books. that will go to Book Harvest, a local organization that provides an abundance of books and
ongoing literacy support to families and their children from birth and serves as a model for communities
committed to ensuring that children are lifelong readers and learners. Thank you to Sheryl Forbis who really
helped to make the book drive happen.
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EASTER OFFERING
Thank you to all who made donations to the Easter Offering this year! $1,768.00
will be divided between the E3 Camp, which provides Chapel Hill middle school
students of color with activities, field trips, and skills in the Arts and S.T.E.M.
fields during the summer, and the 1000 Days of Love campaign of the NC diocese
and Episcopal Relief and Development, to expand global programs that improve
the lives of young children. The Outreach Commission will add to the 1000 Days
of Love donation to bring Holy Family’s contribution to $2,134.00

MOBILE HEALTH CLINIC UPDATE
Last summer Church of the Holy Family contributed
Outreach funds to a mobile health clinic that partners
with the UNC School of Nursing to provide free care to
underserved populations in Western Wake County. We donated another $500.00 to
them this spring to help expand the number of days they operate and help them
move their services into Chatham County as well some northern counties. Leslie
Sharpe reports that the mobile van recently had a vaccine clinic (in partnership
with UNC) that vaccinated 142 people from vulnerable populations. They continue
to have success with the Looking Up program (teaching about healthy diet and
lifestyle for folks with hypertension and diabetes who don’t have insurance)—all
participants in the fall cohort had improvement with weight, BP and/or blood
sugars. And they continue to connect people to care. Student nurses get experience
at the clinic and in addition to the vaccination recipients they have already served
97 clients since the beginning of the year.

CROP WALK 2021
Thank you so much for supporting the annual Crop
Walk! The name of this year’s walk, Love in
Motion, was so perfect for 2021! There is so much
kindness in our community, even during this
pandemic—as witnessed by your generosity and
support. We raised more than $4,000 to fight hunger!
We will look forward to the future when we can
resume walking together -in person! Thanks again!
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Let's Build a Home - Four Homes, Actually!
Tired of staying in the house? Ready to swing a hammer?
It is time for Holy Family to participate in another Habitat for Humanity build!
The need for senior affordable housing in this area is very high. Habitat is
partnering to build a higher density development in the Lloyd-Broad neighborhood
of Carrboro. Two duplexes (four homes) will provide permanent affordable
housing for seniors, allowing the families that live there to age in place in this
important community.
Volunteer labor is needed now – Saturdays: May 22nd, and June 12th.
Please contact Bill Andersen (billjandersen@gmail.com 919-408-3456) for more
information on this project, the COVID protocols in place, how Habitat operates ..
and to sign up!
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My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.
—Mark 11:17
Your prayers are invited for the people of our parish and of all nations,
and for the extension and establishment of the kingdom of God.

Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for
this parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent.
Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one heart and
mind within your holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Intercessory Prayers on behalf of specific
individuals or groups can be recorded in the
notebook kept on a lectern in the Narthex.
Intercessions are offered at Morning and Evening
Prayer during the week. To have a prayer
included in the parish prayer list, please call the
church office: 919-942-3108.
The e-mail listserv is a means of inviting the
community to join in praying for particular
concerns or thanksgivings. To make a prayer
request in this way, contact either the Rev. Clarke
French (cfrench@chfnc.net) or the Rev. Sarah
Ball-Damberg (sballdamberg@chfnc.net).
Confidential requests for prayer may be
made directly to one of the clergy.
This month, please pray for:
• The victims and perpetrators of violence, and
the victims of war and natural disasters.
• Those who lead the nation, especially Joe
Biden, our President, and Roy Cooper, our
Governor. Please pray that they may serve
justice, and promote equality and peace.
• Those who risk their lives in the service of
their country, especially members of the armed
forces and the diplomatic corps.
• Our sick, homebound, and recovering,
especially Dave Worster, Bill and Mary Harrison,
Marie Carotenuto, Sara Smith, Aileen WomarkMontes, Celia Lata, Molly Summerlin, and
Cynthia Baker.
• Those who have died, especially Ted
Oldenburg.

• Those expecting children, especially Allie
Leight Gochez and Caitlin Fuller.
• Those in any need or trouble, especially Billy
Ray, Jimmy, and Ray in prison; Eddie on Death
Row; incarcerated men and staff of Orange
Correctional Center and those recently reentering society from prison.
• Our bishops, The Most Rev. Justin Welby,
Archbishop of Canterbury; The Most Rev.
Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop; the Rt. Rev.
Samuel Rodman, Bishop of North Carolina; the
Rt. Rev. Anne Hodges-Copple, Bishop Suffragan
of North Carolina.
• Our seminaries, especially the University of
the South, Sewanee, the Anglican Episcopal
House of Studies at the Duke Divinity School, and
the Seminary of the Southwest.
• Our mission partners, Gyani Thapa in Nepal
(Kirtipur Christian Fellowship), Catherine
Piwang in Uganda (ChildReach Africa), and
Karen Calani in Guatemala (Food for the
Hungry).
• L’Ecôle de Notre Dame in Molas, Haiti, its
students, teachers, and staff, and priest-incharge Père Jean Jonas Laborde.
• The Augustine Literacy Project students,
tutors, staff, and board members.
• Our clergy: Clarke, Sarah, and Paula.
• The staff of our parish: Tom, Gary, Julie, Bill,
Angela, and Nicole.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Comings and goings

The Lord shall watch
over your going out
and your coming in,
from this time forth for
evermore.
—Psalm 121:8

Birth: Juliana Day Sroka, April 9, to Joe and Michelle Sroka

