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A Chapel for Holy Family?
I remember well the day we commissioned an inspection of The House, the former rectory which
sits on the northeast corner of our property. The paint was barely dry from our last capital project in
which we renovated existing spaces, and which gave us, among other things, our now-beloved Gallery.
While I was definitely not in the mood to ponder another capital project, the inspection report was grim:
asbestos everywhere, failing mechanicals, an ancient roof, sewer problems, drainage, and more.
Essentially, were we to keep The House, it would require a gut renovation. After careful consideration,
and no small amount of consultation, the vestry decided to replace it with a new structure.
Since The House was “on the table,” what other capital projects were needed to help us best serve
our mission? Operating budgets allow churches to be; Capital projects allow churches to become. What
are we becoming? Thomas White’s pandemic residency has taught us that the Holy Spirit wants us to be
involved in affordable housing; thus, the upcoming capital project will involve a residential unit. EYC
long used The House for its meeting space, so we are committed to providing our youth the space they
need for formation and fellowship. The pandemic caused us to consider more creative ways to gather
outdoors, thus we are exploring the possibility of a pavilion which would serve not only our needs but
would be an offering to our neighbors as well. Our kids need fun ways to work out their “wiggles,” so
replacing the playground is a high priority.
These are all very practical ideas—they make sense on a lot of levels. But how is the Holy Spirit
calling Holy Family into greater holiness? For many years, a number of us—especially your clergy—
have felt the keen need for a chapel, a small place permanently set apart and consecrated for prayer and
worship. You might ask, “But what about the nave?” Indeed! The nave is our spiritual home, our refuge
in times of trouble and the place we meet God day after day and week after week. But it is also enormous.
And it is also very busy. More and more, we are hosting small funerals and prayer services, with fewer
than thirty in attendance. For these events, the nave feels cavernous. For weekday eucharists and offices,
when attendance is between 5-20, it is difficult to create intimate space in the nave, especially for those
who have mobility or hearing difficulties. What’s more, on Sundays, the nave is a hive of activity; there’s
no place for a priest to hear a confession, or for a small group to gather for the anointing of the sick, or for
Children’s chapel to gather. I see endless possibilities for a chapel as part of our campus.
Our conversation with our architect has only just begun. Where it will be (likely an extension off
our main building) and what it will look like are still ongoing. But, for the moment, what I hope you will
do is pray and dream about this possibility.
The nave has been hallowed by decades of prayer and worship. Like the patina that forms around
the edges of silver as it is used, so too, the walls of the nave are steeped in the patina of our prayer. This
will also happen in our chapel, should it come to be. It will not be a place for grand celebrations, but for
those “still, small quiet” moments when the presence of God is clearly manifest. What are we becoming?
A people of prayer; a people attentive to the voice of the Holy Spirit in all we do. I remain, yours in
Christ,
Clarke French, Rector
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Summary of Vestry minutes
AT ITS REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING ON January 18 THE VESTRY:
• Heard the Rector’s report, including Christmas Eve was different and grand. The outside
service on December 26 was difficult so all services returned to inside under the Bishop’s
restrictions of no congregational singing or food. The dismal weather reduced our attendance
numbers on Saturday, January 15, and Sunday, January 16. On Martin Luther King, Jr. Day the
Rector and other Holy Family members helped lead the community celebration honoring Dr.
King.
• The Associate Rector announced that Brett Stonecipher has been accepted as a Postulant for
Holy Orders. The discernment committee for Kate Rademacher has been meeting regularly.
• The Assistant to the Rector for Family Ministries reported that all activities for Youth and
Children have been moved to online for at least one month.
• Treasurer’s Report: Richard Fair summarized receipts and expenses for both December and
2021. For the year 102% of the amount pledged was received and non-pledges were 108.6%
of that budgeted. Total income including contributions was 100.1% of budget and expenses
were 97.03% of budget.
• Finance Commission: Allison Zollicoffer presented the budget for 2022. The budgeted income
has increased by $27,000.00 and the expenses have increased by $53,000.00. Expenses and
income are essentially the same. John Powell and Sabrina moved to accept the 2022 budget,
which was passed by the Vestry. The Finance Commission recommended allocation of 2021
budget surplus in this way: $31,000.00 for debt service, $85,000.00 for the solar project, and
$23,000.00 as contingency for any cost overruns on the roof project; the Vestry approved the
recommendation. The Finance Commission said they will be working on a five-year capital
budget, which will be presented in mid 2022.
• Outreach Commission: Annie Hager-Blunk reminded the Vestry that we will be sponsoring
the Afghan family for six months. A lot of people have stepped in to help, but additional
assistance is needed.

Commission Meetings in March
Properties Commission will meet Wednesday, March 2 at 7:00 p.m., via Zoom.
Outreach Commission will meet Tuesday, March 8, at 7:00 p.m., via Zoom.
Finance Commission will meet Tuesday, March 15, 6:00 p.m., via Zoom.
Vestry Day Retreat will be held on Saturday March 19, 8:30 a.m., Parish Hall
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HOW DID WE GET HERE? GOD, PEOPLE, AND PLACE
Lenten Series 2022
This year’s Lenten series is brought to you by the Racial Equity and Land (REAL)
Committee, which has been charged with exploring the history and stories of Holy Family’s land.
Who has lived on this land? Who has worked it? Who owned it and how did they come to do so?
How did it come to be the place where our newly organized parish built a church in 1952?
These questions are not as straightforward as they might seem. The story of Holy Family’s
land is also a story about the difference between “land” and “property,” different world views and
understandings of terrain and its use, indigenous people, colonization, the Enlightenment,
Manifest Destiny, war, peace, and a host of other threads that together weave a story about God,
people, and place.
Over the course of five Sundays in Lent, we will learn together about why land is a matter of
faith; about the particular history of our region, diocese, and neighborhood; and about how land,
faith, and history intersect. In addition to short readings that will be sent out in advance, each
week will include activities that take you outside, inviting you to engage in your place through
the lens of faith. We will also suggest weekly readings from Scripture and the occasional video to
watch. Our discussions will be held in the Parish Hall on Sundays following the 10:00 a.m.
liturgy and will also include a pilgrimage to Hillsborough on Sunday, March 27. We are eager to
take this Lenten journey with you as together we learn how we got here and how God is calling
us now.
Sundays, Parish Hall, 11:15 a.m.
March 6 – “You will be my people, and I will be your God”: why is land a matter of faith?
March 13 – “We birthed a nation from nothing”: indigenous people, colonizers, and land
March 20 – From land to property: how did Holy Family get here?
March 27 – Pilgrimage to Hillsborough
April 6 – Where have we been and where are we headed now?

Canonical Crime Squad – March Meeting
Meg Langslow would rather be spending June in her forge, pounding out metal artistry for
craft fairs, than back in Yorktown being bridesmaid and wedding coordinator for three, count 'em,
three weddings. Things start to look up when the bridal shop's temporary owner joins Meg in
looking for her mother's fiance's late wife's sister's killer. Join Meg, Michael, and the Canonical
Crime Squad at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 14th live in the Library or via Zoom for Murder
with Peacocks by Donna Andrews.

Christian Education for Children and Youth
The Rev. Angela Compton-Nelson, Assistant to the Rector for Family Ministries
(angela@holyfamilych.org)
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Sunday School Updates
Elementary: While we were unable to meet in person for some time over the winter, we
continued building community by sharing stories and songs together online. In
February, we added in-person Sunday School back (following the 10:00 a.m. Rite II
Eucharist) and continue to meet online at the 9:00 a.m. hour for students and
households who continue to isolate at home. Looking ahead, we will begin to prepare
for a fuller, in-person offering in the fall. If you would like to spend time growing the faith
of our young people, we invite you to be in touch. If you aren’t quite ready to serve as a
Sunday School teacher, we could use your help extending invitations to other members
of the parish who might be a good fit for serving a formation classroom. Please be in
contact with Angela or Nicole to let them know that you are able to make calls.
Middle and High School began meeting in person Sunday, February 20, following the
10:00 a.m. Rite II Eucharist. We will not meet online while Sunday School is offered in
person at the church. Our class continues to read and respond to stories from the New
Testament and the Gospel lessons from the appointed lectionary readings.
All Parish-Wide Lenten Workshop on Sunday, February 27
Join us on Sunday, February 27, following the 10:00 a.m. Rite II Eucharist in the Parish
Hall. Households will create a simple watercolor Lenten calendar to mark their days.
Our gathering will be in lieu of our usual Sunday School schedule for the day.
Elementary Lenten Pretzel Zoom
Ever wonder why we talk so much about pretzels during Lent? Turn a pretzel upside
down and see the way it looks like arms crossed in prayer! Join us on April 3, at 4:00
p.m. on Zoom to make pretzels as a way of marking our journeys in prayer during Lent.
Students planning to attend should gather yeast, flour, and salt. Register in advance by
emailing Nicole and we will send out the link on the day of our gathering. More details to
come via the formation e-newsletter.
Acolytes for Holy Week
If you have a student grade 5 or higher, let Angela know if they are interested in serving
as an acolyte during Holy Week. Your student does not need to have been trained as
an acolyte previously, but they do need to attend a rehearsal for each of the services
they will participate in Holy Week (Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, the Great Vigil of
Easter), and they need to be scheduled as a vested observer during the Lenten
season. (During Sundays in Lent, we will be utilizing a crucifer and small teams of
acolytes.)
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LEAP stands for Latino Education Achievement Partnership and is now a separate 501-c3
that is housed at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Durham. It began in 2008 with volunteers
from St. Luke’s and St. Philip’s Episcopal Churches teaching ESL classes to adults at El
Buen Pastor. In 2010 El Buen Pastor asked that the volunteers shift their efforts to tutor
children, specifically focusing on their literacy skills. Tutoring is still going strong with
twenty-five elementary students currently enrolled. In 2012 they added a pre-school “Nuestra
Escualita” to prepare young children to enter public school kindergarten. Our outreach budget supports this
effort and we thought you might like to hear how they are faring in 2022 from their director, Leigh Bordley:
“Regardless of what havoc the virus causes, children continue to grow and need the intellectual
stimulation and emotional stability that will allow them to learn. Although things look different as we
have adjusted, we're moving ahead with energy and resolve to meet our students' needs. We have to
wear masks? We can do that – especially when even our three-year-old students do it without
complaining. We needed to move our classrooms outside? Yep – we can do that too. Our bus broke
down? We went right out and found another one. We're determined to overcome any obstacle to serve
our kids, and we are richly rewarded for our efforts.
We have the privilege of teaching children like “Jose”, who fled violence in their country with his
mother. His mom works up to 9 hours a day hanging sheet rock and painting. He has adjusted to living
with his aunt, uncle and cousins in Durham and only talking to his dad on the phone. Although Jose
started the year exhibiting a lot of anger and frustration, he has settled into a rhythm at school as he
has realized we offer a stable, predictable environment. He is making friends, picking up English, and
dazzling us with his puzzle skills!”
To find out more or volunteer to help – go to durhamleap.org.

Spring Blood Drive:
Mark your calendars for the next blood
drive on Tuesday, March 8, 1:30 p.m. to 6:00
p.m., in the Parish Hall. We need four to six
volunteers the day of the blood drive, to register
people, and assist with snacks and drinks. We
also need people to provide homemade snacks
for donors to have after giving blood. If you can
help, please contact Jim Gray or the church
office. To be a donor, sign up online at
redcrossblood.org, look for the red box with the
words “Find a Blood Drive.” Our sponsor code
is chf. Follow the prompts to schedule an
appointment. If you have questions, contact Jim
Gray at jimgray546@gmail.com.

Please join us for the Chapel Hill/Carrboro 2022
CROP Walk for Hunger on Sunday, April 3,
2022. The CROP Hunger Walk is a nationwide
movement sponsored by Church World Service
to raise funds to end hunger and poverty in the
U.S. and around the world. Hundreds of
religious groups, businesses, schools, and others
organize local Walk events in their
communities. The Chapel Hill/Carrboro walk
benefits the IFC (Inter-Faith Council for Social
Service). Join the Church of Holy Family CROP
Walk team: events.cropwalkhunger.org.
If you have any questions, please reach out to
your team captains:
Iris Miller (irismiller766@gmail.com)
or Karyn Hlad Miller khladm@gmail.com.

Family Affairs • March 2022 • page 6

Update from ChildReach Africa

Thanks to two Holy Family Endowment
grants and one Diocesan Global Mission
grant, the Mary and Martha School for
Girls and Children in Gulu, Uganda, is
now open. Our long-time ministry partner,
Catherine Piwang, the executive director of
Childreach Africa, has seen her vision
come to fruition. She was able to purchase
land, construct a school building, and buy
supplies.
These young women, many of whom are
mothers, are learning fashion and design.
The curriculum includes Christian
character studies, literacy in mathematics,
and literacy in English. The young women
are also learning sewing, stitching, and
dress making, along with knitting,
embroidery, crocheting, cross stitch, and
quilting.
The preschool children are learning in both
English and Acholi, their native language.
Within the first month of opening, the
school was packed. It will be exciting to
see how this will change the lives for these
women and children. They will share their
goods with us at future Alternative
Christmas sales.
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My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.
—Mark 11:17
Your prayers are invited for the people of our parish and of all nations,
and for the extension and establishment of the kingdom of God.

O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy mountain:
Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our
cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Intercessory Prayers on behalf of specific
individuals or groups can be recorded in the
notebook kept on a lectern in the Narthex.
Intercessions are offered at Morning and Evening
Prayer during the week. To have a prayer
included in the parish prayer list, please call the
church office: 919-942-3108.
The e-mail listserv is a means of inviting the
community to join in praying for particular
concerns or thanksgivings. To make a prayer
request in this way, contact either the Rev. Clarke
French (cfrench@chfnc.net) or the Rev. Sarah
Ball-Damberg (sballdamberg@chfnc.net).
Confidential requests for prayer may be
made directly to one of the clergy or by asking
members of the Prayer Team at the 10:00 a.m.
Sunday service to pray with and for you.
This month, please pray for:
• The victims and perpetrators of violence, and
the victims of war and natural disasters, and all
refugees.

• Those expecting children.

• Those who lead the nation, especially Joe
Biden, our President, and Roy Cooper, our
Governor. Please pray that they may serve
justice and promote equality and peace.

• Our mission partners, Gyani Thapa in Nepal
(Kirtipur Christian Fellowship), Catherine
Piwang in Uganda (ChildReach Africa), and
Karen Calani in Guatemala (Food for the
Hungry).

• Those who risk their lives in the service of
their country, especially members of the armed
forces and the diplomatic corps.
• Our sick, homebound, and recovering,
especially Kathy Abbott, Dave Worster, Bill and
Mary Harrison, Marie Carotenuto, Sara Smith,
Celia Lata, Molly Summerlin, Cynthia Baker,
Carolyn Parker, Frances DeHart, John Powell,
Marcia Tuttle, Ann Willis, and Jim McCoy; and all
those recovering from COVID.
• Those who have died.

• For the birth of David José Copa, February
18.
• Those in any need or trouble, especially Billy
Ray, Jimmy, and Ray in prison; Eddie on Death
Row; incarcerated men and staff of Orange
Correctional Center and those recently reentering society from prison.
• Our bishops, The Most Rev. Justin Welby,
Archbishop of Canterbury; The Most Rev.
Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop; the Rt. Rev.
Samuel Rodman, Bishop of North Carolina; the
Rt. Rev. Anne Hodges-Copple, Bishop Suffragan
of North Carolina.
• Our seminaries, especially the University of
the South, Sewanee, the Anglican Episcopal
House of Studies at the Duke Divinity School, and
the Seminary of the Southwest.

• L’Ecôle de Notre Dame in Molas, Haiti, its
students, teachers, and staff, and priest-incharge Père Jean Jonas Laborde.
• The Augustine Literacy Project students,
tutors, staff, and board members.
• Our clergy: Clarke, Sarah, Paula, and Angela.
• The staff of our parish: Tom, Gary, Julie, Bill,
and Nicole.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Comings and goings
The Lord shall watch
over your going out
and your coming in,
from this time forth for
evermore.
—Psalm 121:8

Ash Wednesday is March 2.
The Holy Eucharist with Imposition of
Ashes will be offered at 12:00 noon
and 7:00 p.m., in the Nave.

