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Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the
contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen. –The Book of Common Prayer, p. 270

The above prayer begins our Palm Sunday celebration and marks the beginning of the
Western church’s worldwide observance of Holy Week. For some of you, this will be your first
Holy Week at Holy Family. For others, this will be a return to our beloved annual liturgies. We
love Holy Week! And we do it all! I hope you will accept my invitation to observe “these mighty
acts” to the fullest extent possible. Why not just go ahead and commit to attending everything?
Here’s the flow:
Palm Sunday begins with a parade and ends with the Crucifixion. We gather outside for
the Liturgy of the Palms and process into the nave to sing “All glory, laud, and honor” while
waving our palm branches in the air. The festive mood changes abruptly as we begin to read from
Scripture. The other name for Palm Sunday is The Sunday of the Passion. Here at Holy Family,
we divide up the gripping story of Jesus’s betrayal, arrest, trial, and execution into parts assigned
to parishioners. This dramatic reading of the Passion Gospel stays with you long after the liturgy
concludes.
On Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday in Holy Week we celebrate the Eucharist each
day at noon. The lectionary appoints readings which describe Jesus’s final days in Jerusalem.
Not being able to observe the Solemn Liturgy of Maundy Thursday for the past two
years has been one of the hardest parts of the pandemic for me. At 7:00 p.m., we gather in the
Nave for a Eucharist that begins like any other, but quickly becomes unlike any other. We enact
that intimate moment in the Upper Room when Jesus washes his disciples’ feet. All attendees are
given a chance to wash the foot of another, should they choose. The liturgy concludes as the altar
and church are “stripped” of all ornamentation. An all-night watch before the Blessed Sacrament
begins in the Library. I encourage you to sign up and “keep watch” for an hour. I like the middle
of the night.
Good Friday is the holiest day of the Christian year. We hold our Solemn Liturgy at
noon, the Hour of Crucifixion. We read St. John’s stunning account of the Passion, practice the
ancient rite of Veneration of the Cross, and receive Holy Communion from the Reserved
Sacrament (which was consecrated the night before). Good Friday is a traditional day of fasting.
At noon on Holy Saturday we have a simple Liturgy of the Word while standing around
the Garden altar. On this day that the Lord rested in the grave, we stand near the graves of our
beloved.
Full of symbols, music, and Easter joy, the church gathers at 8:00 p.m. for The Great
Vigil of Easter (bring a bell, trust me). Outside, the New Fire is lit. The three-fold “The Light of
Christ” is proclaimed as we enter the darkened church to sing the Exsultet. The vigil readings tell
of God’s faithfulness and we respond with song. Christian faithfulness is again celebrated as the
Bishop administers Confirmation to adults and youth. A joyous Easter Eucharist follows.
Easter Day is the Day of Resurrection. At our regular Sunday morning service times, come and
join the festivities. My heart already overflows at the thought. See you in church.
Clarke French, Rector
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Summary of Vestry Minutes
AT ITS REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING ON February 15 THE VESTRY:
• Heard the Rector’s report, including the Diocese is allowing congregational singing

and food-related activities now. Holy Family has re-started singing at services and
serving food during Fellowship Time. Sunday School is moving back to in-person
classes although there will still be on-line offerings. The Wednesday noon Eucharist
will become permanent. The Rector said he has accepted a $25,000 matching gift for
the solar panels on the roof. The Rector proposes that around Easter worship videos
would change from a full service of worship to a sermon only recording.
• Parochial Report: The 2021 Parochial Report was accepted by the Vestry. Some
content included in the report is average Sunday attendance (in-person and
downloaded videos) of 222 people per Sunday. Baptisms and confirmations in 2021
were lower than usual. A lot of financial and attendance information is required in the
report.
• Discernment Committee for Kate Rademacher has been meeting and plans are being
made for Kate’s path to the priesthood. Vestry members unanimously agreed that she
be moved forward along the path to the priesthood.
• Senior Warden for 2022: The Rector has appointed Diane Robertson as the new
Senior Warden, effective March 1. The Vestry unanimously approved Diane as the
new Senior Warden.
• Planned Giving: Annie Hager-Blunk suggested the Vestry consider planned giving
more seriously. Carol Uphoff suggested that the Vestry ask a person on the Finance
Commission to be responsible for following up on such responses from the pledge
cards.

Commission Meetings in April
Outreach Commission will meet Tuesday, April 12, at 7:00 p.m., in the Library.
Finance Commission will meet Tuesday, April 19, 6:00 p.m., via Zoom.
Vestry will meet Tuesday, April 19, 7:00 p.m., in the Parish Hall

Christian Education for Children and Youth

The Rev. Angela Compton-Nelson, Assistant to the Rector for Family Ministries
(angela@holyfamilych.org)

page 3

Palm Sunday
Our Sunday School classes will gather for an intergenerational event in the Parish Hall on
Sunday, April 10. It’s time to fold palm crosses again! If you are a person who knows how to fold
palms and can serve as a demonstrator, please let Angela know by email and join her in the
parish hall immediately following communion at the 10:00 o’clock service. The more
demonstrators we have, the better, so any cross-making strategy (from the very simple crosses
to the complex reed roses on crosses) are welcome.
Holy Week Nursery
If you need childcare for any of the liturgies during Holy Week for children aged four and under,
please contact Angela to share your needs. We will work toward responding to all of the needs
of the parish. The sooner we know, the better! We are also hoping to expand the capacity of our
nursery by the end of spring and as the summer begins. In order to do so, we need your help!
Do you have a place that you can post our job description? Are you aware of a great babysitter
who is looking for a bit of extra work on Sunday mornings? We would love to know about them.
Email Angela for a job description and help us to make this connection!
Easter
We will celebrate Easter together as a parish Sunday, April 17th following the 10:00 a.m. liturgy.
Please join us for fellowship following the service. Take-home materials, devotions, and picture
books will be available to support celebration of the Easter season at home.
Elementary Sunday School observed Lent by reflecting on the Parables of Jesus and how
they impact our lives today. Through stories, activities, and songs we explored a variety of the
lessons Jesus taught and how they shape how we understand the work of God in the world. As
we move into the Easter Season, we will spend time together understanding Holy Eucharist, the
prayers we pray, how we gather, and how we turn our hearts toward God in worship. Reminder
that our Sunday School will gather with the whole congregation for fellowship and activities on
Palm Sunday (April 10) and Easter Day (April 17).
Our Middle and High School Sunday School classes have been working through the texts of
the weekly lectionary, asking questions about the role of scripture in the Church and in Christian
community. We have been discussing different ways the stories of Scripture have been
understood and interpreted over time and whether there are interpretations that are better and
more faithful and others that are problematic (and by what standards those evaluations are
made). Remember that our Sunday School will gather with the whole congregation for
fellowship and activities on Palm Sunday (April 10) and Easter Day (April 17)
During Lent, our Episcopal Youth Community has gathered to share life through service and
fellowship. Check out the firepit we created for parish use in the front yard of the Parish House.
It’s lovely and we made it together! We will continue the same kind of gatherings through the
rest of the Spring. On April 3, we will join the Chapel Hill/Carrboro Crop Walk (details in the
newsletter on the Outreach page) and are looking for a service project for later in the month of
April. If you or someone you know is recovering from surgery or just in need of company from
some young people who are willing to work and learn and pray, please be in contact with
Angela Compton-Nelson.
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The loose Easter Offering this year will be divided between these organizations.
Please give generously:
Re-entry House Plus, Inc., based in Hillsborough, helps formerly incarcerated people
reintegrate into the community as healthy, productive citizens. They are committed to
ensuring that people receive the support, skills, and encouragement they need to rebuild
their lives. Some of the residents at Re-entry House offer a program called SWIT -Success While in Transition – which teaches self-advocacy, respect for community, and
self-reliance. In the year and a half that the house has been operating, SWIT has
enriched the lives of over 100 justice involved people from the larger community,
paying state licensed Peer Support Specialists to support “graduates” of the program as
they build constructive new lives for themselves.
https://reentryhouseplus.wildapricot.org/
The World Central Kitchen (WKC), Chef José Andrés’ non-profit, may be familiar to
people. It was founded during the devastating 2010 earthquake in Haiti when Andrés
cooked alongside displaced Haitians in a camp, and quickly learned the value of
preparing food how the locals want it. The organization provides freshly made meals to
people affected by humanitarian, climate, and community crises around the world,
aiming to jump-start economic recovery through food. WCK has evolved a
comprehensive model with local leaders to build resilient food systems that empower
local culinary and emergency response providers, bring educational and financial
support to small food producers, and move kitchens away from harmful wood and
charcoal cooking. Since the day after Russia attacked Ukraine, WCK has been serving
meals to thousands of families escaping the violence in Ukraine and to people still in
the country each day. https://wck.org/en-us/relief/activation-chefs-for-ukraine

Holy Family is once again participating in
the Chapel Hill/Carrboro CROP Hunger
Walk on Sunday, April 3rd. This family
and (leashed) pet-friendly event to raise
money to fight hunger locally and abroad is
back in person after a 2-year hiatus! We will
meet at Carrboro Town Hall at 2:00 p.m.
The four-mile walk/stroll starts from there
at 2:30 p.m. The route is easy and can be shortened, if needed. There will be live
music by the New Orleans Masquerade Band, refreshments, and some added pep
from UNC mascot Rameses! Whether you walk or not, you can pick up a t-shirt for
$7.00 after the services on April 3, and make a financial donation to Holy Family’s
Team directly:https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/team/church-of-the-holyfamily.
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My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.
—Mark 11:17
Your prayers are invited for the people of our parish and of all nations,
and for the extension and establishment of the kingdom of God.

O God, you have made of one blood all peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace
to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you
and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Intercessory Prayers on behalf of specific
individuals or groups can be recorded in the
notebook kept on a lectern in the Narthex.
Intercessions are offered at Morning and Evening
Prayer during the week. To have a prayer
included in the parish prayer list, please call the
church office: 919-942-3108.
The e-mail listserv is a means of inviting the
community to join in praying for particular
concerns or thanksgivings. To make a prayer
request in this way, contact either the Rev. Clarke
French (cfrench@chfnc.net) or the Rev. Sarah
Ball-Damberg (sballdamberg@chfnc.net).
Confidential requests for prayer may be
made directly to one of the clergy or by asking
members of the Prayer Team at the 10:00 a.m.
Sunday service to pray with and for you.
This month, please pray for:
• The victims and perpetrators of violence, and
the victims of war and natural disasters, and all
refugees.

• Those who have died, especially Ki Caldwell
and Elizabeth Chikwanda.

• Those who lead the nation, especially Joe
Biden, our President, and Roy Cooper, our
Governor. Please pray that they may serve
justice and promote equality and peace.

• Our mission partners, Gyani Thapa in Nepal
(Kirtipur Christian Fellowship), Catherine
Piwang in Uganda (ChildReach Africa), and
Karen Calani in Guatemala (Food for the
Hungry).

• Those who risk their lives in the service of
their country, especially members of the armed
forces and the diplomatic corps.
• Our sick, homebound, and recovering,
especially Kathy Abbott, Dave Worster, Bill and
Mary Harrison, Marie Carotenuto, Sara Smith,
Celia Lata, Molly Summerlin, Cynthia Baker,
Carolyn Parker, Frances DeHart, John Powell,
Jim McCoy, and Ivis Bohlen; and all those
recovering from COVID.

• Those expecting children.
• Those in any need or trouble, especially Billy
Ray, Jimmy, and Ray in prison; Eddie on Death
Row; incarcerated men and staff of Orange
Correctional Center and those recently reentering society from prison.
• Our bishops, The Most Rev. Justin Welby,
Archbishop of Canterbury; The Most Rev.
Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop; the Rt. Rev.
Samuel Rodman, Bishop of North Carolina; the
Rt. Rev. Anne Hodges-Copple, Bishop Suffragan
of North Carolina.
• Our seminaries, especially the University of
the South, Sewanee, the Anglican Episcopal
House of Studies at the Duke Divinity School, and
the Seminary of the Southwest.

• L’Ecôle de Notre Dame in Molas, Haiti, its
students, teachers, and staff, and priest-incharge Père Jean Jonas Laborde.
• The Augustine Literacy Project students,
tutors, staff, and board members.
• Our clergy: Clarke, Sarah, Paula, and Angela.
• The staff of our parish: Tom, Gary, Julie, Bill,
and Nicole.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Join the Canonical Crime Squad, April 11th at 7:00 p.m. in the Library or on Zoom as
we discuss “The Bishop’s Tale” by Margaret Frazer. Dame Frevisse returns to her
childhood home for the funeral of her beloved Uncle Thomas Chaucer, son of the famous
Geoffrey. When Sir Clement Sharpe, a man designed to be murdered, finally fulfills his
destiny at the funeral feast, Bishop Henry charges Frevisse with uncovering the killer.
Follow Frevisse to find out who the perpetrator is. Zoom link will be provided in the
weekly email bulletin on April 9 and on our website calendar (holyfamilych.org).

