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Peter van Inwagen and I were talking after the Eucharist  on Easter Wednesday and, as one does in 
Easter, we got on to the subject of the Resurrection. I don’t remember why it came up, but I told Peter 
the story of the time a few years ago when I was preaching on Easter morning and midway through 
my sermon it just hit me: “It’s all true! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!”  
 
It’s not that I didn’t already believe what we confess each Sunday in the Nicene Creed, that Jesus was 
crucified, died, and buried, and on the third day rose again. But somehow, in that moment, the actual 
truth of that took hold in a new and visceral way and I was utterly gobsmacked. I had to cling to the 
sides of the pulpit in order to finish preaching. 
 
Shortly after our conversation, Peter sent me a poem I had never read, “Seven Stanzas at Easter”, by 
John Updike (see page 2 for the whole poem). The fourth stanza, the one right in the middle of the 
poem, reads 
 

Let us not mock God with metaphor, 
analogy, sidestepping, transcendence; 

making of the event a parable, a sign painted in the faded 
credulity of earlier ages: 

let us walk through the door. 
 

The poet is not making an argument for the truth of the Resurrection (more about that in a minute). He 
is stating what it is. “Make no mistake,” he writes, “if He rose  at all / it was as His body” with “The 
same hinged thumbs and toes / the same valved heart / that-pierced-died, withered, paused, and then/ 
regathered out of enduring Might / new strength to enclose.” 
 
I don’t know that there is an effective, irrefutable argument for the truth of the Resurrection. There are 
no witnesses, after  all, to what happened in the dark tomb that held death and released life. Why would 
there be? Why would anyone, ever, go sit and keep watch over a dead body waiting for it  to be 
resurrected? No one had any right or reason to expect that God would raise Jesus — who was most 
definitely killed on the Cross — to life. But our God is the God who brought Creation out of the void. 
Our God is the God who brought new life and community out of the horror of Jesus’ death. 
 
We don’t have a well-timed cell phone video of what happened. What we have instead is the 
cacophonous witness of the Gospel accounts, each of which varies in its details and stories about the 
Resurrected Lord. This, as Rowan Williams points out, is exactly what you would expect from people 
trying to tell something utterly new, utterly vital, and utterly out of keeping with any previous 
experience they had ever had.  
 
And another thing: to the extent I’ve ever imagined what my resurrected body would look like, I’ve 
assumed it would look like me, but healed, smoothed over somehow, and made entirely whole. But 
that is not true of Jesus' resurrected body.         (Continued on page 2) 
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He is not immediately recognizable, and he still carries his wounds. They are, in part, what allow his disciples to 

recognize him. That isn’t how I would tell the story if I were  starting from scratch, and that isn’t the story the 

witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection expected to tell, but there it is. The recognizable signs that endure on Jesus ’risen 

body are the signs of an utterly selfless love.             

 

The best argument I can imagine for the reality of the Resurrection is love. Let us love as Christ loves us. Let us 

pray that we, too, will  be recognized by the signs of love we bear when God raises us to new life with Him. Because 

it is all true. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed.  

 

God bless you with Easter joy. — Sarah

 

Seven Stanzas at Easter 
 

Make no mistake: if He rose  at all 

it was as His body; 

if the cells ’dissolution did not reverse, the molecules 

reknit, the amino acids rekindle, 

the Church will fall. 

 

It was not as the flowers, 

each soft Spring recurrent; 

it was not as His Spirit  in the mouths and fuddled 

eyes of the eleven apostles; 

it was as His flesh: ours. 

 

The same hinged thumbs and toes, 

the same valved heart 

that–pierced–died, withered, paused, and then 

regathered out of enduring Might 

new strength to enclose. 

 

Let us not mock God with metaphor, 

analogy, sidestepping, transcendence; 

making of the event a parable, a sign painted in the 

faded credulity of earlier ages: 

let us walk through the door. 

 

The stone is rolled back, not papier-mâché, 

not a stone in a story, 

but the vast rock of materiality that in the slow 

grinding of time will eclipse for each of us 

the wide light of day. 

 

And if we will have an angel at the tomb, 

make it a real angel, 

weighty with Max Planck ’s quanta, vivid with hair, 

opaque in the dawn light, robed in real linen 

spun on a definite loom. 

 

Let us not seek to make it less monstrous, 

for our own convenience, our own sense of beauty, 

lest, awakened in one unthinkable hour, we are 

embarrassed by the miracle, 

and crushed by remonstrance. 

–John Updike 
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Summary of Vestry Minutes 
AT	ITS	VESTRY	RETREAT	ON	March	19	THE	VESTRY:	

							•	Chose	its	officers:	Diane	Robertson,	Senior	Warden;	Drew	Shores,	Junior	Warden;	Richard		
										Fair,	Treasurer;	Russell	Jones,	Clerk	of	the	Vestry.	The	Vestry	agreed	that	the	four	officers	of		
										the	Vestry	plus	Annie	Hager-Blunk	would	be	check	signers	and	Julie	Hege	would	be	the		
										second	signer.	
							•	Commission	assignments	made:	Annie	Hager-Blunk,	Christianity	and	the	Arts;	Carol		
										Uphoff,	Christian	Education	Commission;	Krista	Alexander,	Fellowship	Commission;	Laura		
										Collins,	Finance	Commission;	Michelle	Floris-Moore,	Outreach	Commission;	James	Brown,		
										Pastoral	Care	Commission;	George	Linney,	Properties	Commission.	
							•	Capital	Campaign:	Dave	Worster	made	a	presentation	describing	the	actions	taken	during	the		
										past	three	capital	campaigns	at	Holy	Family	and	discussed	the	content	of	the	capital		
										campaign	currently	being	planned.	
							•	The	Rector	presented	the	Clergy	Compensation	Report	from	the	national	church	including		
										Costs	for	the	Rector	and	Associate	Rector.	He	concluded	that	the	salaries	are	not	competitive		
										and	the	cost	of	health	care	needs	to	be	considered.	The	four	full-time	staff	at	Holy	Family	all	
										get	their	insurance	coverage	from	their	spouses.	This	saves	Holy	Family	considerable	money,		
										but	needs	to	be	considered	if	this	is	appropriate	in	the	future	since	the	income	of	a	family	
										without	another	working	spouse	outside	the	church	needs	to	be	considered.	
						•	Communications	Director	Draft	Position	Description:	There	was	a	lot	of	discussion	
									about	the	need	for	having	a	person	capable	of	dealing	with	social	media	and	other		
									communication	issues	and	the	consensus	of	the	Vestry	was	that	hiring	a	person	to	
									fulfill	this	need	was	probably	needed,	especially	to	reduce	the	time	our	Music				
									Director	is	spending	in	this	area.	The	Rector	suggested	that	Holy	Family	look	to	hire		
									someone	to	work	at	least	one	day	a	week.	The	Vestry	agreed	that	follow-	
									up	on	this	was	needed.	George	Linney	and	Clarke	French	will	take	the	lead	on	this.	
	
	
	
	 Commission	Meetings	in	May	

	
Outreach	Commission	will	meet	Tuesday,	May	10,	at	7:00	p.m.,	in	the	Library.	
Finance	Commission	will	meet	Tuesday,	May	17,	6:00	p.m.,	via	Zoom.	
Vestry	will	meet	Tuesday,		May	17,	at	7:00	p.m.	
Properties	Commission	will	meet	Wednesday,	May	25,	at	7:00	p.m.,	in	the	St.	
Augustine	Room.	
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End of Sunday School and EYC Year–With Thanks! 

Our Sunday School and EYC program years are coming to their conclusion May 15. For Sunday School 
teachers, we offer thanks to Alex Ronke, Tracey Powell, Nicole Powell, Anson Burtch, and Amy Willis-
McLamb, along with the parents who were willing to step in on various occasions throughout the year. At 
EYC, we thank Kurt and Carol Uphoff, and those who hosted a gathering this year. We will continue to host 
EYC out and about in the Fall. 

In May EYC will gather on the third Sunday for a service project. 

Summer EYC in the Garden 

This summer EYC students (including those entering Middle School next year) are invited to join Angela for 
EYC in the Garden at her home. Students will read short selections together about ecology, Scripture, justice, 
and land, and work to tend a flower garden (the results of which will be offered back to the church and 
community). If students don’t enjoy gardening and would still like to participate, they are encouraged to bring 
a book, watercolors, or other art supplies, and join in fellowship. EYC in the Garden will meet most weeks of 
the summer beginning the week of June 20. We will gather on Wednesday mornings and a weekday evening 
(to be determined). Notify Angela of your student’s interest. Parish adults interested in sharing skills such as 
flower arranging or preserving, or who might like to join for a day or two, should be in contact with Angela for 
scheduling. 

Sunday School for the Fall 

Over the summer we are inviting members of the parish to discern whether they might join us in the ministry 
of shepherding young people through stories of faith by serving as Sunday School teachers or Episcopal Youth 
Community mentors. 

As you might imagine, we are heading into a rebuilding year following changes due to Covid over the past two 
years. This provides us with an exciting opportunity! You will not want to miss being a part of the effort to 
remake our formation offerings so they are better able to serve the households and community of Holy Family. 

In Sunday School and EYC, we seek to nourish imaginations through worship, scripture, and liturgy. To be a 
Sunday School teacher or EYC mentor, we ask only that you be prepared to discover new things, listen to 
young people, join us in praying for and with them, and delight over the mysteries of the work and stories of 
God. That’s it! If you have an age group you enjoy working with, let’s find a space and team for you with that 
age group. If you think you aren’t good with children, join us anyway. We need a range of gifts on our 
teaching teams and in our classrooms. 

All of our teachers are placed on teams so that they can share responsibilities, rotate for scheduling purposes, 
and grow in friendship. Over the years, I’ve found this is not only a fruitful and enjoyable place to serve, but a 
context for developing relationships across the parish. If this sounds like it might be something you are looking 
for, be in contact with Angela. Our conversations will resume with fervor beginning at the end of June and 
expressing interest or asking for a tour of the Commons gives space for discernment about the right place (age 
group, teaching team members, etc.) for service. By way of adhering to our Safe Church standards, we run 
background checks for folks working with children and youth, and require an online Safe Church training for 
all EYC mentors. 
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Afghan Refugee Update from Peggy Duhamel 
 

The Dawodzai family from Afghanistan has been in Chapel Hill for six months—a major milestone! Below is a photo 

of family and friends joyously gathering for a birthday - three birthdays in fact! Much has been accomplished since the 

family arrived (despite the ongoing struggle with language), thanks to a devoted team that has guided the family, 

taught them, driven them, shopped with them, cared for the children, and solved problems along the way. On this 

occasion I want to share with you who these heroes are. 

 

Kurt Uphoff immediately offered Naqib (the father) a decent position as an assistant mechanic. Kurt and his daughter 

Emilie helped set up Naqib’s bank account and a phone contract, and—now that Naqib has a driver’s license—just 

loaned him the use of a company car. Drivers John Blunk and Annie Hager-Blunk, Deedee Nachman, John Curry, 

Larry Noe, and I drove him to and from Durham every day for five months with Annie coordinating the schedule. 

What a change in our routine! 

 

Learning English remains a high priority. That goal has been led with expertise and tenacious dedication by Deborah 

Bender, a certified ESL instructor and friend of John Paul. Deborah gives half-hour tutoring sessions for each child 

three times a week! She is assisted by Jocelyn Reckford and Lucy Siegel (friend of Annie). Robbin Bixler spends an 

hour or more each week with Lailma, the mother, who also attends classes twice weekly at Orange Literacy. Naqib 

follows online classes after work through Orange Literacy. Five children are in three different schools that have special 

ESOL (English to Speakers of Other Languages) programs and their English is progressing so well that now we have 

conversations about their life in Kabul and their opinions of schools in the US. 

 

Shirley Sennhauser is handling the scheduling of medical appointments, including escorting the family for 

vaccinations and other health issues. She has also helped them deal with Medicaid billing and the UNC MyChart 

website, while making sure they take the right medicines at the right time. For a family of eight, this is a never-ending 

task. Peggy Wilmoth has also provided medical guidance. 

 

There are still things they cannot do alone, such as reading the mail, filling out forms, paying bills that aren't on 

autopay, or making calls requiring English. As we enter the next phase of our sponsorship, our task is to help them 

reach independence. We admire the resourcefulness, courage, and hard work of the parents and have become very 

attached to the children. Our connection to this family will likely not end. We will be there to champion them and 

cheer them on to successful lives in the United States. 

 

One big hurdle coming soon is that the family’s Glen Lennox lease ends in July and they will need a new rental home. 

Do you know of someone who might be willing to rent a house (HUD rules do not allow eight people in a three-

bedroom apartment) below market rate to this family? The Dawodzais would like to stay in Chapel Hill, if possible. 

Please contact me (540-830-0182) if you have an idea. 

 

It is a privilege and joy to work with this team of new friends. But it was the extraordinarily generous support of our 

parish that launched us on this rewarding adventure. Thank you to everyone! 
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CROP Hunger Walk 
 
 

  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Loose Offering 
The parish’s overwhelming generosity at Easter means that (at last count) over $2,700 will 
be split between World Central Kitchen, for its work to provide food and employment to 
those affected by the war in Ukraine, and Reentry House Plus, Inc. in Hillsborough to 
assist formerly incarcerated people reintegrate back into the community. Thank you! 
 
 
 

Save the Dates! Annual Haiti Scholarship Drive 
June 12, 19, and 26 

Our friends at Notre Dame elementary school in Molas, Haiti are finishing up another 
school year (they go until the end of June) thanks to donations parishioners made to the 
Haiti Scholarship Drive last summer and during the year. Each year we combine $10,000 
from the Outreach budget with individual donations to try to raise enough to meet their 
$30,000 annual budget. Last year we met it! 

 

 

Thank you to all who donated 
and walked for the annual Crop 
Hunger Walk on April 3! 
We had lovely weather and a 
great turnout (not everyone in 
our group is shown in the photo) 
and, at last count, raised 
$2,615.00 for hunger relief 
locally and nationally. Thank 
you to Iris Miller and Karyn 
Hlad for being our leaders this 
year! 
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My	house	shall	be	called	a	house	of	prayer	for	all	nations.		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 —Mark	11:17	

Your	prayers	are	invited	for	the	people	of	our	parish	and	of	all	nations,		

and	for	the	extension	and	establishment	of	the	kingdom	of	God.	

 

 

Intercessory	Prayers	on	behalf	of	specific	
individuals	or	groups	can	be	recorded	in	the	
notebook	kept	on	a	lectern	in	the	Narthex.	
Intercessions	are	offered	at	Morning	and	Evening	
Prayer	during	the	week.	To	have	a	prayer	
included	in	the	parish	prayer	list,	please	call	the	
church	office:	919-942-3108.		
The	e-mail	listserv	is	a	means	of	inviting	the	
community	to	join	in	praying	for	particular	
concerns	or	thanksgivings.	To	make	a	prayer	
request	in	this	way,	contact	either	the	Rev.	Clarke	
French	(clarke@holyfamilych.org)	or	the	Rev.	
Sarah	Ball-Damberg	(sarah@holyfamilych.org).	
	Confidential	requests	for	prayer	may	be		
made	directly	to	one	of	the	clergy	or	by	asking	
members	of	the	Prayer	Team	at	the	10:00	a.m.		
Sunday	service	to	pray	with	and	for	you.	
This	month,	please	pray	for:	
•	The	victims	and	perpetrators	of	violence,	and	
the	victims	of	war	and	natural	disasters,	and	all	
refugees.	
	
•	Those	who	lead	the	nation,	especially	Joe	
Biden,	our	President,	and	Roy	Cooper,	our	
Governor.	Please	pray	that	they	may	serve	
justice	and	promote	equality	and	peace.	
	
•	Those	who	risk	their	lives	in	the	service	of	
their	country,	especially	members	of	the	armed	
forces	and	the	diplomatic	corps.	
	
•	Our	sick,	homebound,	and	recovering,	
especially	Kathy	Abbott,	Dave	Worster,	Bill	and	
Mary	Harrison,	Marie	Carotenuto,	Sara	Smith,	
Celia	Lata,	Molly	Summerlin,	Cynthia	Baker,	
Carolyn	Parker,	Frances	DeHart,	John	Powell,	
Jim	McCoy,	Ivis	Bohlen,	and	Jim	Gray;	and	all	
those	recovering	from	COVID.	
	
	

•	Those	who	have	died.	
	
•	Those	expecting	children.	
	
•	Those	in	any	need	or	trouble,	especially	Billy	
Ray,	Jimmy,	and	Ray	in	prison;	Eddie	on	Death	
Row;	incarcerated	men	and	staff	of	Orange	
Correctional	Center	and	those	recently	re-
entering	society	from	prison. 
	
•	Our	bishops,	The	Most	Rev.	Justin	Welby,	
Archbishop	of	Canterbury;	The	Most	Rev.	
Michael	B.	Curry,	Presiding	Bishop;	the	Rt.	Rev.	
Samuel	Rodman,	Bishop	of	North	Carolina;	the	
Rt.	Rev.	Anne	Hodges-Copple,	Bishop	Suffragan	
of	North	Carolina.	
	
•	Our	seminaries,	especially	the	University	of	
the	South,	Sewanee,	the	Anglican	Episcopal	
House	of	Studies	at	the	Duke	Divinity	School,	and	
the	Seminary	of	the	Southwest.	
	
•	Our	mission	partners,	Gyani	Thapa	in	Nepal	
(Kirtipur	Christian	Fellowship),	Catherine	
Piwang	in	Uganda	(ChildReach	Africa),	and	
Karen	Calani	in	Guatemala	(Food	for	the	
Hungry).	
	
•	L’Ecôle	de	Notre	Dame	in	Molas,	Haiti,	its	
students,	teachers,	and	staff,	and	priest-in-
charge	Père	Jean	Jonas	Laborde.	
	
•	The	Augustine	Literacy	Project	students,	
tutors,	staff,	and	board	members.	
	
•	Our	clergy:	Clarke,	Sarah,	Paula,	and	Angela.	
	
•	The	staff	of	our	parish:	Tom,	Gary,	Julie,	Bill,		
and	Nicole.	
 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus you Son: Look with 
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; 
break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and 
confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may 
serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
	



 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
                                                             
 
 
 
 Book Group in May: In 1479 BC, Pharaoh Thutmosis II returns in triumph 

to Thebes, only to die within minutes at the side of his wife, Hatusu.  The 
apparent cause was a viper’s bite, but Lord Amerotke, chief judge, has 
doubts that the captain of the royal barge was so negligent as to allow a 
serpent on board. Amerotke joins forces with the Queen Regent to 
uncover the true murderer and a deeper plot.  Join the Canonical Crime 
Squad in the Library, May 9, at 7:00 p.m., or via Zoom, for our 
discussion of Paul Doherty’s “The Mask of Ra”. 
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