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A few weeks ago, at the 10:00 liturgy on a Sunday morning the children in our midst were feeling… 
rambunctious. To me, and I suspect to many others who were present that morning, the noise they 
made was a glorious noise. I have always been grateful for the sound of kids in church, but there’s 
nothing like the isolation imposed by a pandemic to make one appreciate  the messy glory of being 
together in one place. I don’t mean to romanticize this: I raised two kids in church and I know having 
them there is not always the most worshipful experience possible for their parents. I know it  is not 
always easy on the children, either. So, to all you parents who get your children to church on Sunday 
mornings and to all you children who come — thank you! Thank you from the bottom of my heart. It 
is so good to be with you and everyone else, in person! I will never take that for granted again, 
especially after our bout with Covid, which has temporarily kept us apart from our beloved church. 
(Rich and I are doing quite well, thanks be to God, and are beyond grateful for your concern and your 
prayers.) 
 
All of this came to mind as I was reading a delightful book the Rev. Angela Compton-Nelson 
recommended to me. It is called Conversations with Poppi about God and is a transcription of a 
series of conversations between theologian Robert Jenson and his 8-year-old granddaughter, Solveig 
Lucia Gold. Early on in the book they discuss the Holy Spirit. Their conversation goes like this: 
 
Poppi: God’s Spirit, the Holy Spirit, is God’s liveliness. When we say someone is lively, we 
don’t mean they jump up and down all by themselves, but that they get other people involved. 
Right? 
 
Solveig: Right. “I’m begging you, come over here. It’s wonderful. Celebrate!” 
 
What I love about this particular exchange is how the parts go together. God’s Holy Spirit is God’s 
liveliness, and the Spirit’s lively presence invites others to come join in. There is something 
compelling about a community at worship that invites others to come join in, something about the 
sheer physicality of being together in one place, sharing common prayer, lifting our voices in song, 
coming forward together for the bread and wine of Holy Communion, and being sent back out into 
the world, renewed, to love and serve the Lord.  We get to be part of something that requires each 
one of us and brings us further into something larger than all of us, which is the household of God, 
the Body of Christ. And every time new folks do join in it  makes the whole glorious messy reality of 
church even better.  
 
Although the pandemic has made us all a bit allergic to planning (in a “how many times will Lucy 
yank the football away?” kind of way), we are indeed planning some wonderful things for everyone 
from children to youth, to adults this Fall. I hope you and yours will  be there. We are a people who 
follow an Incarnate Lord. We are at our best when we can give glory to the God who calls us 
together in person. And if we are lucky,  there will be squirmy children adding their voices to ours as 
we worship. 
 
“I’m begging you, come over here. It’s wonderful. Celebrate!”  Praise God and see you soon!  
Your sister in Christ, Sarah 
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Summary of Vestry Minutes 
AT	ITS	VESTRY	MEETING	ON	June	21	THE	VESTRY	HEARD	
•	The	Rector’s	report,	including	it	was	his	privilege	to	present	Sadie	Koppelberger	for	
ordination	to	the	diaconate	in	June.	Sadie	and	family	will	be	moving	to	Kalispell,	
Montana,	where	Sadie	will	serve	as	the	rector	of	the	Episcopal	church	there.	The	
Rector	took	a	few	days	off	in	June	and	thanks	Sarah	Ball-Damberg	for	covering	for	him.	
The	work	of	the	church	continues	--	we	have	had	baptisms	and	funerals,	and	enjoyed	
lots	of	good	musical	offerings.	

						•	The	Rev.	Angela	Compton-Nelson	reported	that	Holy	Family’s	first	ever	VBS	half	day,	
week-long	camp	was	successful.	Nine	children	attended.	The	theme	for	the	week	was	
the	Good	Shepherd,	studied	through	Godly	Play.	All	the	Clergy	and	the	Parish	
Administrator	took	turns	visiting	VBS	camp	during	lunch	time.	
•	The	Steering	Committee,	with	the	blessing	of	the	Vestry,	hired	Capital	Development							
(CapDev),		from	a	list	of	seven	applicants,	to	assist	us	with	our	Capital	Campaign.	
CapDev	will	begin	a	feasibility	study	with	the	parish	in	late	August.	
•	The	Vestry	approved	a	motion	to	offer	a	call	of	the	Rev.	Jason	Eslicker	as	Curate	to	
Holy		Family		for	approximately	two	years.	
•	Outreach	Commission	is	hoping	to	bring	Père	Jean	Jonas	Laborde,	priest-in-charge	in		
Molas,	Haiti,	to	Holy	Family	for	a	visit.	

					•	Properties	Commission	is	looking	at	commissioning	a	carpenter	to	build	a	handrail	
					for	ease	and	safety	of	lectors	as	they	ascend	the	steps	to	the	lectern.	Approval	from	the	
City	of	Chapel	Hill	for	the	installation	of	solar	panels	to	our	roof	has	finally	been	
approved	with	installation	to	begin	in	July,	

	
	
	
	

Commission	Meetings	in	June	
	
Outreach	Commission	will	meet	Thursday,	August	18	at	7:00	p.m.,	
in	the	St.	Augustine	Room.	
Finance	Commission	will	meet	Tuesday,	August	16,	6:00	p.m.,	via	
Zoom.	
Vestry	will	meet	Tuesday,		August	16,	at	7:00	p.m.	
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																																						An Update from the Steering Committee 
As part of the work of the Steering Committee and upon recommendation from 
the Financial Stewardship subcommittee and with the blessing of the Vestry, 
Capital Development Services (CapDev) has been selected to complete a 
feasibility study beginning in late August. The study will be focused on the 
proposed work on the Northeast corner of the campus, including the Parish 
House, and recommendations from the Racial Equity and Land (REAL) 
subcommittee. The purpose of the feasibility study is to gather feedback on 
project elements and gauge parish support for the project. All parishioners will 
be asked to complete a survey to offer feedback on the aspects of the proposed 
project. The Steering Committee strongly encourages all parishioners to 
complete the survey, so that we can gather as much information and include as 
many voices as possible as we consider the proposed project. If you have 
questions, please contact Deedee Nachman (ddnachman@gmail.com) or 
Meredith Stewart (meredithlstewart@gmail.com), co-chairs of the Steering 
Committee. 
 

 

 
 

Interested in Music at Holy Family? 
Do you play an instrument? Do you like to sing? If you answered “yes” to either 
of these questions, it may be time to consider becoming part of Holy Family’s 
Music Team or Choir, or serving as one of our Cantors. The ability to read music 
is essential for the Music Team but not for the Choir or to be a Cantor. You will 
need to participate in a very gentle audition to be in any of the musical ministries 
of Holy Family, but the intent is to help you find a path to being successful. There 
will be a Musicians’ Retreat on Saturday, August 20, to explore these ministries: 
9 a.m. – Cantors; 
10 a.m. – Choir; 
11 a.m. - Music Team. 
Whether you’ve participated before or if this is your first time, come on out and 
give music a try. There will be some instruction on reading the chants for the 
Cantors, some basic choral exercises for the Choir, and a look at various projects 
that might be in the works for the Music Team. For more information, send an 
email to Bill Adams at bill@holyfamilych.org 

	
 



Christian Education for Children and Youth 
The Rev. Angela Compton-Nelson, Assistant to the Rector for Family Ministries 

 (angela@holyfamilych.org)             page 4 
  

Help build our teams of teachers for the upcoming program year. Our first Sunday will be September 11. Classes will 
meet following the 10 a.m. worship service. 
 
Formation can seem like a Big Ask, but we have a lot of fun and enjoy being together. Our goal is to build communities 
where children and youth want to be and where they experience the love of God from adult Christians who gather with 
them and care about them. We work with teachers and households, adjusting as changes are needed and committing 
ourselves to the work of prayer together and for one another, thereby offering a glimpse of the beauty of the friendship 
and love of God to our young people. 
 
Call (Angela) at 919/717-0648 or send me an email (see above) if you have questions or find something you are curious 
about in the descriptions below. 
 
Sunday School teachers shepherd Holy Family’s young people through reflection and contemplation on Scripture, the 
saints and Christian Tradition, and ethical thought by leading them in prayer, play, wonder, and fellowship. We engage in 
this ministry as part of our communal commitment at Baptism to support households and children in their life in faith. In 
each classroom, we: 
•Aim to have 3-4 teachers in regular rotation, with two teachers scheduled in the classroom on a given week. This is not a 
commitment every week and many hands make light work. 
•Take a break on the second Sunday of the month for potluck Sunday, so that teachers and students may participate in our 
intergenerational community of fellowship. 
•Maintain compliance with the Episcopal Church’s Safe Church policies by conducting background checks, asking 
teachers to sign a covenant of safe church conduct, and completing an online Safe Church session (about 2 hours). 
 
At this point, we are looking for Sunday School teachers for the following age groups. 
 
Pre-K through Kindergarten (ages 3-6). This classroom uses Godly Play, a Montessori-based approach to Christian 
formation in which teachers are guides presenting story lessons with special materials. The classroom is a rich 
environment for art, prayer, and “work” for the students. After a period of becoming familiar with the classroom 
environment, students are supported in their free choice of activities. The role of the teacher is to come alongside children 
in wonder, observing their interests and supporting their work. In this classroom, we have two teachers and need a third. 
We also need a substitute who can serve here and in 1st-3rd grades. 
 
1st through 3rd grades (ages 6-9). This class uses Building Faith Brick by Brick, a play-based approach utilizing Legos 
to invite children to reflect on Scripture. Students also have access to other ways to examine Scripture through art. This 
classroom needs three teachers and a substitute to be shared with Pre-K through Kindergarten. 
 
4th and 5th grades (ages 9-11). This class uses an inquiry and project-based approach being developed by the Assistant 
to the Rector. Utilizing this approach, children focus on hearing stories, asking thoughtful questions, and investigating 
answers through collective research and discussion. Through these skills, they come to see the “narrative arc of Salvation” 
in Christian Scripture. In this classroom, we need two teachers and one substitute teacher to be shared with Middle 
School. 
 
Middle School and High School. Middle and High School students will share some time together on Sunday mornings 
before being separated for Bible study or discussion. Also, our Episcopal Youth Community will begin meeting following 
the 10 a.m. liturgy with once-a-month fellowship events. Our Episcopal Youth Community has different needs: folks 
who are willing to lead occasional Bible studies and conversations throughout the year on a one to two-week basis, 
mentors willing to attend regularly as a stabilizing presence and to develop relationships, and folks joining us for once-
a-month fellowship events or overnights (for example, Sabbath retreat at Lake Jordan or Diocesan Acolyte Festival in 
Winston-Salem). 
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																											Welcome	Camp	Is	A	Success!	
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Holy	Family	greeted	11	campers,	ranging	in	age	from	
(almost)	6	to	14,	for	Welcome	Camp	the	week	of	July	5-
8.	The	camp	was	funded	with	a	grant	from	the	Church	of	
the	Holy	Family	Foundation	and	directed	by	Tracey	
Powell,	Leslie	Butterfield,	Linda	McDonough,	and	
Deedee	Nachman.	The	camp,	originally	planned	for	
summer	2020,	had	been	postponed	due	to	the	
pandemic.	Nine	campers	were	recently	resettled	in	the	
Durham/Chapel	Hill	area	from	Afghanistan	and	two	
campers	were	Palestinian.	Participants’	English	
proficiency	ranged	from	very	low	to	very	high	and	the	
campers	helped	one	another	when	adults	struggled	to	
communicate.	Holy	Family	had	previous	relationships	
with	five	of	the	campers	and	the	other	six	we	met	when	
we	arrived	to	pick	them	up!	
	
The	week	was	filled	with	art,	puppet	making,	stories,	
Uno,	drumming,	milkshakes,	trips	to	the	Museum	of	Life	
and	Science	and	Morehead	Planetarium,	ice	cream,	and	
more	under	the	watchful	eyes	of	two	camp	counselors.	
It	was	a	wonderful	(and	exhausting)	week.	Many	thanks	
go	to	Peggy	Duhamel	(van	driver	extraordinaire),	Miles	
Lackey	and	Laura	Ellgen	(kitchen/meal	staff	
aficionados),	Jason	Lentz	(drumming	master),	and	all	of	
you	who	donated	food	items	so	we	could	allocate	some	
of	the	grant	money	for	masks	and	Covid	tests	for	
campers.	Shout-outs	go	to	Julie	Hege	who	ran	
background	checks	and	arranged	safe	church	training	
for	all	of	us	and	Gary	Walker	because...we	were	messy!	
New	friends	and	connections	were	made,	campers	tried	
new	activities	and	foods,	English	was	spoken,	and	it	
was	a	great	week	of	welcome	for	our	new	neighbors.	
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Haiti	Scholarship	Drive	Results	
Thank	you	to	all	who	so	generously	contributed	to	the	annual	drive	to	raise	the	operating	
budget	of	the	school	in	Molas,	Haiti.	At	last	count	parishioners	have	donated	close	to	
$20,000	which,	with	$10,000	from	the	Outreach	budget,	brings	us	comfortably	close	to	
the	$30,000	Père	Laborde	needs	for	the	school	year	–	Mesi	anpil!	
 

Project	5000 
Our	annual	drive	to	refill	the	pantry	shelves	at	the	Interfaith	Council	(IFC)	in	Carrboro--
Project	5000	(named	for	Jesus'	feeding	of	the	5,000)--	is	now	underway!	August	is	
historically	the	lowest	month	for	donations,	so	they	really	count	on	us	for	assistance.	
Below	is	the	list	of	shelf-stable	items	that	are	specifically	requested.	IFC	combines	these	
donations	with	fresh	produce	from	local	farmers	to	give	to	IFC	clients.	You	can	also	pick	
up	a	copy	of	this	list	in	the	narthex	throughout	the	month	or	see	it	on	the	CHF	Facebook	
bulletin	board.	
 
Please	bring	the	groceries	to	the	narthex	any	time	in	August.	You	may	also	drive	to	
CHF's	lower	parking	lot	on	Saturday,	August	20,	10:00	a.m.	to	1:00	p.m.,	to	make	a	
contact-free	drop	off.	

Please	shop	from	this	list	of	needed	items:	
Beans:	Baked	Beans,	Pork	n’	Beans,	Chili,	Bean	soups		
Meats:	canned	chicken,	beef	stew,	Vienna	sausages											
Ramen	noodle	soups	
Baking	mixes:	corn	bread,	muffins,	pancakes											
Cereals	–	all	kinds											
Coffee	and	hot	chocolate	
Toiletries	(no	sample	sizes,	please)	
 
 

A	Visit	From	Catherine	Piwang,	Our	Mission	Partner	in	Uganda	
August	25	-	29	

	
You	are	likely	familiar	with	the	colorful	handcrafted	fabric	items,	cards,	and	necklaces	
available	at	our	annual	Alternative	Christmas	Market	each	Advent.	They	are	made	by	
women	ministered	to	by	our	dear	friend	of	the	parish,	Catherine	Piwang,	through	
ChildReach	Africa.	Holy	Family	has	partnered	with	ChildReach	Africa	for	over	20	years	to	
help	care	for	vulnerable	children	in	Northern	and	Eastern	Uganda	who	have	been	
profoundly	affected	by	AIDS	and	civil	war.	On	Sunday,	August	28,	you	can	welcome	
Catherine	back	to	Holy	Family,	and	after	the	10:00	a.m.	service	come	to	the		
Parish	Hall	to	hear	about	the	exciting	aspects	of	her	ministry	she	has	been	able	to	develop	
recently	with	the	support	of	Holy	Family	and	the	Diocese	of	NC.	
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My	house	shall	be	called	a	house	of	prayer	for	all	nations.		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 —Mark	11:17	

Your	prayers	are	invited	for	the	people	of	our	parish	and	of	all	nations,		

and	for	the	extension	and	establishment	of	the	kingdom	of	God.	

 

 

Intercessory	Prayers	on	behalf	of	specific	
individuals	or	groups	can	be	recorded	in	the	
notebook	kept	on	a	lectern	in	the	Narthex.	
Intercessions	are	offered	at	Morning	and	Evening	
Prayer	during	the	week.	To	have	a	prayer	
included	in	the	parish	prayer	list,	please	call	the	
church	office:	919-942-3108.		
The	e-mail	listserv	is	a	means	of	inviting	the	
community	to	join	in	praying	for	particular	
concerns	or	thanksgivings.	To	make	a	prayer	
request	in	this	way,	contact	either	the	Rev.	Clarke	
French	(clarke@holyfamilych.org)	or	the	Rev.	
Sarah	Ball-Damberg	(sarah@holyfamilych.org).	
	Confidential	requests	for	prayer	may	be		
made	directly	to	one	of	the	clergy	or	by	asking	
members	of	the	Prayer	Team	at	the	10:00	a.m.		
Sunday	service	to	pray	with	and	for	you.	
This	month,	please	pray	for:	
•	The	victims	and	perpetrators	of	violence,	and	
the	victims	of	war	and	natural	disasters,	and	all	
refugees.	
	
•	Those	who	lead	the	nation,	especially	Joe	
Biden,	our	President,	and	Roy	Cooper,	our	
Governor.	Please	pray	that	they	may	serve	
justice	and	promote	equality	and	peace.	
	
•	Those	who	risk	their	lives	in	the	service	of	
their	country,	especially	members	of	the	armed	
forces	and	the	diplomatic	corps.	
	
•	Our	sick,	homebound,	and	recovering,	
especially	Kathy	Abbott,	,	Bill	and	Mary	
Harrison,	Marie	Carotenuto,	Sara	Smith,	Celia	
Lata,	Molly	Summerlin,	Cynthia	Baker,	Carolyn	
Parker,	Frances	DeHart,	John	Powell,	Jim	McCoy,	
Randy	Mullis,	Jason	Lentz,	Dick	Forbis,	and	Ed	
Harrison;	and	all	those	recovering	from	COVID.	
	
	

•	Those	who	have	died,	especially	Dave	Worster.	
	
•	Those	expecting	children.	
	
•	Those	in	any	need	or	trouble,	especially	Billy	
Ray,	Jimmy,	and	Ray	in	prison;	Eddie	on	Death	
Row;	incarcerated	men	and	staff	of	Orange	
Correctional	Center	and	those	recently	re-
entering	society	from	prison. 
	
•	Our	bishops,	The	Most	Rev.	Justin	Welby,	
Archbishop	of	Canterbury;	The	Most	Rev.	Michael	
B.	Curry,	Presiding	Bishop;	the	Rt.	Rev.	Samuel	
Rodman,	Bishop	of	North	Carolina;	the	Rt.	Rev.	
Anne	Hodges-Copple,	Bishop	Suffragan	of	North	
Carolina.	
	
•	Our	seminaries,	especially	the	Anglican	
Episcopal	House	of	Studies	at	the	Duke	Divinity	
School	and	the	Seminary	of	the	Southwest.	
	
•	Our	mission	partners,	Gyani	Thapa	in	Nepal	
(Kirtipur	Christian	Fellowship),	Catherine	Piwang	
in	Uganda	(ChildReach	Africa),	and	Karen	Calani	
in	Guatemala	(Food	for	the	Hungry).	
	
•	L’Ecôle	de	Notre	Dame	in	Molas,	Haiti,	its	
students,	teachers,	and	staff,	and	priest-in-charge	
Père	Jean	Jonas	Laborde.	
	
•	The	Augustine	Literacy	Project	students,	
tutors,	staff,	and	board	members.	
	
•	Our	clergy:	Clarke,	Sarah,	Paula,	Angela,	and	
Jason.	
	
•	The	staff	of	our	parish:	Tom,	Gary,	Julie,	and	
Bill.	

Almighty, everlasting God,  let our prayer in your sight be as incense, the lifting up of our 
hands as the evening sacrifice. Give us grace to behold you, present in your Word and 
Sacraments, and to recognize you in the lives of those around us. Stir up in us the flame of that 
love which burned in the heart of your Son as he bore his passion, and let it burn in us to 
eternal life and to the ages of ages. Amen. 
	



 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
       
                                                             
 
 
 
 
                          

Join us in August for the Holy Eucharist at 12:00 noon on Wednesdays: 
                August 3: commemorating Joanna, Mary, and Salome, Myrrh-Bearing women. 
                                    August 10: commemorating Laurence of Rome, Deacon and Martyr, 258 R 

August 17: commemorating St. Mary the Virgin, transferred from August 15 
August 24: commemorating Saint Bartholomew the Apostle 
August 31: commemorating Aiden of Lindisfarne, Bishop 651 W 
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